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What is a Hate Incident or Crime?
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A hate incident is any incident which is perceived by the victim or any other person to be
motivated by prejudice against someone’s:

e Sex

* Racial heritage

e Religion

e Disability

* Sexual orientation

e Transgender identity.

A hate incident becomes a hate crime when the incident meets the threshold to become a
criminal offence.

What kind of behaviour could
constitute a hate incident or crime?

The following types of behaviour if combined with a perceived prejudice in respect of a person’s
sex, racial heritage, religion, disability or sexual orientation could amount to a hate crime:

 verbal abuse and harassment

 threats and intimidation

e physical assault and violence, including sexual violence
e property damage

e graffiti

¢ offensive mail.

Why report hate incidents or crimes

By sharing information, a range of actions will take place to help the victim and any witnesses
and identify and deal with the person responsible. These actions may include:

e Extra home security for victims
e Extra CCTV to identify people involved and help with evidence

e Tenancy enforcement against people responsible for hate crime
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e Police investigation to gather evidence

Advice and information for victims

Support for victims through any criminal prosecution

Rapid removal of offensive graffiti

Gathering of photo evidence of hate crime.

What Information is heeded for a
report?

Usually the report is made using a form and including as much or as little information as the
person wanting the incident to be recorded wants to give. If only minimal information is given
then there will be limitations on what support or investigations into the crime that can take

place.

Usual information asked for will include:

» Category of hate incident (incident involving sex, racial heritage, religion, disability or sexual
orientation)

e What level of response the person making the report wants i.e:

o

Wants a multi-agency response

o

Wants to discuss the options further prior to further action being taken

[}

Wants no further action taken at this stage

o

Victim not present — their wishes are not known

 Details of person making the report (name, address, contact details, ethnicity, religion ( if
religious incident))

e Victim/complainant details if different from the person making the report
 |f known details of perpetrator
e Details of witnesses

e Details of incident and description of what happened.

If after having read this you would like further information or support please contact the SU
Advice Centre and we will do our best to help you.

e How to report a hate crime

e Other sources of support
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